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Report
On March 22, 2024, an online webinar titled "Development of biogas utilization, legal framework & technical information on local production" was held as part of the Interreg project BIOSOLFarm, funded by the European Regional Development Fund (EFRE). 
The project's goal is to enhance the energy self-sufficiency of farms through renewable energy sources such as biomass, solar energy, and wind energy. It focuses on utilizing best practices, experiences, and case studies to develop solutions and business models that improve energy production and storage on farms in the southern Baltic Sea region. The webinar, organized by the environmental technology network enviMV e.V., based in Rostock / Germany, aimed to facilitate knowledge exchange among project partners from Poland, Germany, and Lithuania, as well as experts in renewable energies with focus on biogas production.
Dr. Peter Kornatz, head of the "Biochemical Conversion" department at the German Biomass Research Centre, opened the event with an introduction on the development of biogas use in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania and Germany. He illustrated how the development of biogas plants is significantly influenced by the legal framework, affecting plant sizes and management practices based on the use of different substrates.
The webinar featured detailed discussions on the regional distribution of plant sizes and substrate use, including slurry and renewable resources. Participants exchanged information on biomethane expansion and usage across the partner countries and explored the future potential for biogas production on farms, considering the legal framework conditions. Dr. Kornatz highlighted important regulations and subsidies, particularly the impact of the changes to the EEG 2023 on biogas production.
Dr. Markus Piechotka, a member of enviMV and an expert in supply technology, pipeline construction, and compressed air services addressed the technical and operational requirements for efficient biogas production and explained the minimum standards necessary for biogas production and utilization, covering investment costs, financing options, and the economic aspects of operating a biogas plant. He elaborated on the technical differences between biogas plants using renewable raw materials and those using liquid manure, as well as energy optimization techniques. These techniques included the use of gas heat pumps, improved methods for heat and electricity utilization, and integrating heat pumps with photovoltaic systems. He also discussed the economic feasibility of using photovoltaic electricity for heat pumps to increase self-consumption on farms.
The webinar provided valuable insights into the current status and future potential of biogas production. It emphasized the importance of renewable energy sources for achieving energy self-sufficiency on farms and highlighted the critical role of biogas in the energy transition, particularly its storage potential alongside fluctuating solar and wind energy production.
Participants gained a comprehensive understanding of the technical and legal aspects of biogas use, and how legal frameworks and technological advancements influence the growth and sustainability of the sector.
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